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The University of Akron: A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small, liberal arts 
college in Akron in 1870 and named it for one of the city’s promi-
nent industrialists, John R. Buchtel. It was Buchtel who led a group 

of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build the 
college. On July 4, 1871, thousands of area citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College. 
Both a visionary and a pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city 
is closely tied to the proximity of a high quality institution of higher educa-
tion. Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he helped to 
launch, have proven him right. Today, The University of Akron is the region’s 
most influential public research university. With more than 23,000 students and 
300–plus associate, baccalaureate, and master’s degree programs and options, 
as well as 20 doctoral degree programs and four law degrees, UA offers career-
focused, real-world learning opportunities. From polymers and psychology, 
to engineering and communications, to business and education, UA brings 
together diverse backgrounds in ways that provide students with the skills that 
employers value. Since 1914, the University has been accredited by the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools, and it is currently classified at the 
highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution. Today, 
more than 175,000 of its alumni live and work around the world.
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The University of AkronThe University of Akron
College of Business Administration

By authority of the Board of Trustees and on recommendation
of the Faculty hereby confers upon

A. Worthy Student
The Degree of

Bachelor of Business Administration

Together with all the rights and privileges pertaining thereto.
Witness the seal of the University and the signature of its officers

Given at Akron, in the State of Ohio, this sixteenth day of December, 2016.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

President of the University

Dean

President of the UniversityChairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

One of the oldest known diplomas awarded at The University of Akron.

A present-day diploma awarded at The University of Akron.

.University Diplomas
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C
December 16 at 7 p.m., December 17 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Matthew J. Wilson, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

PrelUde mUsiC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fanfare and Chorus Dietrich Buxtehude 
Suite of Carols Leroy Anderson 
Greensleeves arr. Elgar Howarth  
Fantasia in C major J.S. Bach 
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

   Christopher Blaha, Conductor 

fAnfAre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ceremonial Piece William MacDavis
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

ProCessionAl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience will remain seated.)
  Ceremonial Piece William MacDavis 
  Grand March Giacomo Meyerbeer
  Pomp and Circumstance Sir Edward Elgar
  Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The nATionAl AnThem  . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
    Led by Katherine Miller 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

welCome And inTrodUCTion . . . . . .  Matthew J. Wilson
   President, The University of Akron

greeTings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Member
   Board of Trustees

mUsiC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Coro Spezzato Giovanni Pierluigi de Palestrina 
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

Address To The CAndidATes  . . . . . .   Matthew J. Wilson
   President, The University of Akron

AmericA The BeAuTiful  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  (The audience will remain seated.)
   Led by Katherine Miller 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

In the December 16 evening ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the LeBron James Family 
Foundation College of Education, College of Business Administration, and College of Polymer Science and Polymer 
Engineering.
In the December 17 morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts 
and Sciences.
In the December 17 afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the College of Engineering, 
College of Health Professions, College of Applied Science and Technology, and Wayne College.

Fall 2016 Commencement Program



five*Presentation of candidates is in the order of college founding date.

The PresenTATion of 
degree CAndidATes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees
   Sleepers, Wake! J.S. Bach 

Calleno Costure Me Anonymous 
Cancion del Limpiabotas Cees Hartog 
Lesson 66 & 64 Julio Sagreras 
Etudes Simples Nos. 1, 2, 5 Leo Brouwer 
Travellin’  Michael Coghlan 
Walz Ferdinando Carulli 
Soubenir d’automne Simone Iannarelli 
Lullaby Isaias Savio 
Evocacion Jose Luis Merlin 
 Tyler Spuzzillo – Guitar

      Student, School of Music
The AlmA mATer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 37.)
      Led by Katherine Miller 

The University of Akron Brass Choir
welCome of The  
AlUmni AssoCiATion 
To The ClAss of 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William Kollman (’08, ’10)
   Director, Alumni Relations
sTUdenT resPonse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  December 16, Evening

 Richard D. Angeletti
 December 17, Morning

 Christopher L. Ross
 December 17, Afternoon

 Bradley J. Ruhaak
The Akron Blue And Gold . . . . . . . . .  The University of Akron Brass Choir
AnnoUnCemenTs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Matthew J. Wilson
PosTlUde And reCessionAl . . . . . . . .   (The audience will be seated.)
 Procession of the Scholars by William Harbinson
  The University of Akron Brass Choir
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below.

Processional
The academic processional is an 
official prelude to the commence-
ment ceremony. The University 
marshal leads the procession, 
 bearing the University Mace, 
which represents the authority 
of both the University and the 
state. Follow ing the University 
marshal are the members of 
the platform party including 
trustees, recipient(s) of honorary 
degrees, and the president of the 
University who wears a medal-
lion with inscriptions represent-
ing the  history of the state and 
the University. Next come the 
 members of the faculty followed 
by the degree candidates.

The marching order of candi-
dates customarily ref lects the 
historical order in which the 
various colleges or schools of 
the University were established. 
Led by  marshals, the candidates 
for degrees march in with their 
respective colleges.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
 commencement are of medieval 
 origin. The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves 
from the merchants and other 
townspeople. When the univer-
sities first first arose in the 
11th  century, “learned clerks” 
robed themselves in gowns, caps 
and hoods, thus  signifying the 
 distinction between “town” and 
“gown.” As additional universi-
ties came into being, professors 
adopted distinctive forms of 
the gown and hood for bachelor’s, 
 master’s, and doctoral degrees. 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire. 
In Europe, a professor generally 

wears the type of garment cus-
tomary in the university where he 
or she is lecturing. In the United 
States, however, professors wear 
the gown and hood of the univer-
sity where they earned their high-
est degree. All commencement 
ceremony  participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appro priate academic apparel. 
University  marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or  perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time. In the United States, the cap 
is usu ally f lat and square in shape. 
In Europe, one sometimes sees 
caps of other  varieties. Attached 
to a button atop the mortarboard 
is a tassel: associates are often 
silver in color; bachelor’s and 
master’s are black or of a color 
appropriate to the  college from 
which the candidate is being 
graduated; and doctor’s are 
 usually golden.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings. The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black. The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves. 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist. The  doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with  velvet 

panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
 adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree. 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or aca demic discipline 
in which the degree is granted. 
Recipients of the doctor of phi-
losophy degree wear royal blue 
hoods, and their caps feature 
golden tassels. Those who have 
earned the doctor of education 
degree wear light blue hoods and 
tassels.

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
 represented by the  following hood 
and tassel colors:

Black  Applied Science 
and Technology, 
Bachelor’s

Drab Business

Gold  Polymer Science  
and Polymer 
Engineering

Green  Health Professions 
Bachelor’s

Light Blue Education

Orange Engineering

Purple Law

Silver  Health Professions, 
Applied Science and 
Technolgy and 
Wayne College 
Associate’s

White  Arts and Sciences 
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the 
ceremony consists of the  banners 
of the nine colleges and the 
Graduate School. Each banner 
bears the name and founding  
date of the  college it represents. 
Banners were first instituted at 
The University of Akron in the 
spring of 1995.

The University Seal  
and the  
Presidential  
Medallion
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authenticates 
a document. The use of official  
seals dates back to the Norman 
Conquest in 1066. During the  
next century, seals were used 
throughout England to authen -
ticate documents. Persons of  
rank had unique seals befitting 
their  status. Most seals were 
 circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces.

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
 medieval university and continues 
to the present. The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum. A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting. Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history. The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899. The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light).

The Presidential Medallion 
was presented by the Alumni 
Association in 1970, commemo-
rating the University’s centen-
nial. The medallion is a symbol 
of the authority of the  president, 
as bestowed by the Board of 
Trustees, that traditionally is 
worn by the president on impor-
tant  ceremonial occasions.

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College.

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and govern mental 
bodies. The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
 formal academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899. 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University Board of Trustees

Trustees
Roland H. Bauer, j.d. (’09*)

Chair
Ralph J. Palmisano, j.d. (’70)

Vice Chair
Olivia P. Demas, j.d. (’91, ’95)

Vice Chair
Jennifer E. Blickle (’73)
Alfred V. Ciraldo, m.d. (’76)
Joseph M. Gingo, j.d. (’71)
William A. Scala (’75)
Warren L. Woolford (’74)

*Honorary Doctorate

Student Trustees
Darnell D. Davis, Jr. (’16)
Zachary D. Michel

Advisory Trustees
Anthony J. Alexander  

(’72, ’75, ’09*)
Sandra Pianalto (’76, ’98*)

Officers of the Board
Ted A. Mallo, j.d. (’67, ’68, ’72)
 Secretary of the Board 
  Vice President and General Counsel

M. Celeste Cook (’84, ’87)
 Assistant Secretary of the Board  
   Associate Vice President and  

Deputy General Counsel

University Officers & Deans

Officers
Matthew J. Wilson
 President

Rex D. Ramsier (’87, ’89) 
   Senior Vice President and Provost

Kimberly M. Cole (’93, ’95)
 Vice President of Development

Ted A. Mallo (’67, ’68, ’72)
 Vice President and General Counsel

John A. Messina (’11)
 Vice President for Student Affairs

Nathan J. Mortimer
  Vice President of Finance and  

  Administration and  
Chief Financial Officer

W. Michael Sherman
  Vice President of Innovation and 

 Economic Development

Deans
John C. Green
  Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences  

 (Interim)

Ravi Krovi
  College of Business Administration

Susan G. Clark (’05)
  The LeBron James  

 Family Foundation 
 College of Education (Interim)

Donald P. Visco, Jr.
  College of Engineering (Interim)

Rex D. Ramsier (’87, ’89) 
  College of Health Professions  

 (Senior Vice President and Provost)

Eric J. Amis
  College of Polymer Science and  

 Polymer Engineering
 

Chand K. Midha
 Graduate School (Executive)

Lakeesha K. Ransom
 The Drs. Gary B. and  
  Pamela S. Williams Honors College

Sarah M.R. Cravens and  
Ryan G. Vacca
  School of Law (Interim Co-Deans)

Elizabeth A. Kennedy (’90, ’93, ’00)
 College of Applied Science  
  and Technology (Interim)

Aimee L. DeChambeau
 University Libraries (Interim)

Jarrod Tudor 
  Wayne College
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University Marshals

December 16, 2016 
Evening
Marshal
Jacqueline Clark

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Steve Sedlock

Faculty Marshal
Douglas Hausknecht

Assistant Marshals
Scott Bible
Melissa Bowman
Eric Brisker
Kevin Cavicchi
Kelly Chaff
Ray Gehani
Colin Onita
Karen Plaster
Francesco Renna
Cherie Sedlock
Denise Stuart

 

December 17, 2016 
Morning
Marshal
Priscilla Sakezles

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Mary Myers

Faculty Marshal 
Maria Adamowicz

Assistant Marshals
Meagan Ankney
Robert Brownlow
Ang Chen
Zhong-Hui Duan
Stefan Forcey
Jennifer Hebert
Dwayne Keith Jones
Robert Kelemen
Christopher Keppler
Michael Spayd
James Sperling
Zachery Williams

University Orators

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:

December 17, 2016 
Afternoon
Marshal
Colleen Teague

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Kathryn Vasko

Faculty Marshal 
John Nicholas

Assistant Marshals
Donald Canary
Enoch Damson
Shirong Du
Amber Ferris
Lawrence Gilpatric
Lisa Hart
Judit Puskas
Amy Shriver Dreussi
Michele Thornton
Naomi White 

December 16, Evening
 David A. Harris
   Member, National Alumni Board

 Denise L. Testa
   Director, Medina County 

University Center

December 17, Morning
 John C. Lanshe
   Associate Director, Center for 

Academic Advising 
 and Student Success

 Heather Walter
   Associate Professor,  

 Communications

December 17, Afternoon
 Heidi E. Cressman
   Director, Women in  

 Engineering Programs,  
 College of Engineering

 Cassandra J. Verardi
   Director, Student Success Services 

 and ZIP Assist

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:



ten

University Faculty Representatives

 John Sederwall

University Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by:

December 16, 2016
Evening
William Baker
Matthew Becker
Jeremy Brueck
Julianne Buynak
Miko Cakmak
Sandra Coyner
Asoke Dey
Zarreen Farooqi
Gary Holliday
Susan Kushner Benson
Thein Kyu
William Landis
Lisa Lenhart
Liping Liu
Brad Maguth
Christopher Mahar
John Matejkovic
Peg L. McCann
Melanie McCoskey
Renee Mudrey-Camino
Michael Nelson
Lynne Pachnowski
Coleen Pugh
Harridut Ramcharran
Mark Soucek
Bryan Vogt

December 17, 2016
Morning
Matthew Becker
Lauren Conway
Raymond Cox
Adrianne Frech
Lauren Garcia-DuPlain
John Huss
Tenna Jennings-Rentenaar
Kevin Kaut
Laurie Lashbrook
Richard Londraville
John Morrison II
Oghenetoja Okoh
Donald Ott
Elizabeth Rhoades
Linda Subich
Patricia Vinyard
Charles Waehler
Heather Walter
Ethel Wheland
Christopher Ziegler

December 17, 2016
Afternoon
Roland Arter
Wieslaw Binienda
(Jack) Minel Braun
Andrea Brewer
George Chase
Gary Doll
Malik Elbuluk
Jamal Feerasta
Richard Glotzer
Christine Heifner Graor
Doug Hubert
Marlene Huff
Michael Johanyak
Scott Lillard
Christopher Miller
Zhenmeng Peng
Victor Pinheiro
Rose Resler
Laura Richardson
Varunee Faii Sangganjanavanich
Shivakumar Sastry
Robert C. Schwartz
Robert M. Schwartz
Doug Woods
Michele Zelko
Jiahua (Jack) Zhu
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Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumula-
tive quality point ratios of at 
least 3.40. The Williams Honors 
College encourages and assists 
exceptionally talented students 
to achieve high distinction in 
academic work from freshman 
through senior levels and fos-
ters respect and appreciation for 
superior intellectual achievement. 
Williams Honors Scholars have 
completed honors courses, an 
honors colloquium sequence and 
individually designed senior hon-
ors projects.
Richard D. Angeletti
Adam R. Bernhard
Elizabeth L. Church
William P. Daugherty
Amanda M. Diaz
Benjamin E. Green
Jacqueline A. Hamilton
Shelby T. Hoffman
Tyler E. Humphrey
Tyler J. Hushour
Kierstin M. Jenkins
Madison R. Kaser
Summer L. Lamp
Gabrielle N. Lewis
Natalie R. Mallinak
Kristine M. Mitchell
Nicholas A. Moyer
Matthew J. Pastoria
Pellegrino Piermarini
Richard T. Rader
David J. Royak
Emily M. Rozmajzl
Bradley J. Ruhaak
Bailey M. Sandin
Ryan A. Saylor
Aaron M. Shaum
Hayley J. Shearer
Alana A. Snyder
Robert B. Sobnosky Jr.
Michael P. Vigorito
John J. Weigand
Ashley N. Weimer
Kaylene A. Widdoes
Ann William
Paul J. Wischt Jr.
Andrew M. Wuellner
Carolyn M. Zaitzew

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree, 
 having completed a minimum 
of 30 credits at The University 
of Akron.
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate  
Honors Designation
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Graduation With Honors

Distinguished Students
The Distinguished Student 
Program recognizes and 
encourages excellence among 
 academically  talented students at 
Wayne College. Distinguished 
Students have  com pleted their 
degree studies and the require-
ments of the Distinguished 
Student Program with a cumula-
tive quality point ratio of at least 
3.40. 

Jacqueline A. Hamilton
Ashley N. Weimer



twelve

December 16, 2016 
Evening
The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Year Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Diane K. Brown
Secondary Education
MSN, Gannon University;  
BSN, The Ohio State University; 
ADN, Youngstown State University
Dissertation: “Interprofessional 
Team Training Using Simulation: 
A Comparison of Two Different 
Time Deliveries”
Adviser: Susan Kushner Benson
Vladislava L. Sidorova
Secondary Education
MS, MA, BA, Youngstown State 
University
Dissertation: “Corrective Feedback 
in English Language Learners’ 
Writing”
Adviser: Shernavaz Vakil

College of Polymer 
Science and Polymer 
Engineering
Year Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Maher M. Alrashed
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron; BS, 
King Saud University, Saudi Arabia
Dissertation: “Organic/Inorganic 
Hybrid Coating for Anticorrosion 
Applications”
Adviser: Sadhan C. Jana

Ajay R. Amrutkar
Polymer Science
BTech, Institute of Chemical 
Technology, India
Dissertation: “Synthesis of 
Polymer Nanoparticles using 
Intramolecular Chain Collapse 
and Benzocyclobutene Chemistry”
Adviser: Coleen Pugh

Erin P. Childers
Polymer Science
BA, BA, Ursuline College
Dissertation: “Tunable Poly(ester 
urea)s for Tissue Engineering 
Applications”
Adviser: Matthew L. Becker

Monoj Ghosh
Polymer Engineering
MS, Indian Institute of Technology, 
India; BS, BS, University of Calcutta, 
India
Dissertation: “Fabrication of 
Inorganic Oxide Nanofibers 
Using Gas Jet Fiber Spinning 
Process and their Applications in 
Photocatalytic Oxidation”
Adviser: Sadhan C. Jana

Yuanhao Guo
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Beijing University
Dissertation: “Functional Polymer 
Film Roll-to-Roll Manufacturing 
by Field Assisted Alignment 
of Nanoparticles/Phases in 
Thickness “Z” Direction”
Adviser: Mark D. Soucek

Gustavo Andres Guzman 
Cardozo

Polymer Engineering
BS, Universidad Nacional de Colombia
Dissertation: “Bimodal 
Amphiphilic Polymer 
Conetworks: Structure-Property 
Characterization, Processing and 
Applications”
Adviser: Mukerrem Cakmak

Ruixuan He
Polymer Engineering
BS, Fudan University, China
Dissertation: “Studies on Ionic 
Conductivity and Electrochemical 
Stability of Plasticized 
Photopolymerized Polymer 
Electrolyte Membranes for Solid 
State Lithium Ion Batteries”
Adviser: Thein Kyu

Chongwen Huang
Polymer Engineering
MS, BS, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Dissertation: “Rheology of 
Oligomeric Sulfonated Polystyrene 
Ionomers”
Adviser: Robert A. Weiss

Minjung Joo
Polymer Engineering
MS, Michigan State University;  
BS, Yonsei University, Korea
Dissertation: “Silane Terminated 
Macromonomoers with 
Nanoparticles and Surface 
Segregation of Fluorinated 
Moieties”
Adviser: Mark D. Soucek

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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Eric R. McClanahan
Polymer Engineering
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Enhancement of 
Epoxide Coatings via Polysulfides, 
Functional Sol-Gels, and Anti-
Corrosion Additives”
Adviser: Mark D. Soucek

Arvind Modi
Polymer Engineering
MTech, BTech, Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kanpur
Dissertation: “Direct Immersion 
Annealing of Block Copolymer 
Thin Films”
Adviser: Alamgir Karim

Ido Offenbach
Polymer Engineering
BS, Shenkar College of Engineering 
and Design, Israel
Dissertation: “Mechano Optical 
Behavior of Novel Polymers for 
Capacitor Application During 
Their Processing Cycles”
Adviser: Mukerrem Cakmak and 
Robert A. Weiss

Zhe Qiang
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Donghua University, China
Dissertation: “A Generalizable for 
Alignment of Block Copolymer 
Films and Large-Scale Fabrication 
of Templated Mesporous 
Materials”
Adviser: Kevin A. Cavicchi and 
Bryan D. Vogt

Yan Sun
Polymer Engineering
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Controlled 
Morphology in Bulk 
Heterojunction Polymer and 
Perovskite Solar Cells”
Adviser: Alamgir Karim

Nicole L. Swanson
Polymer Science
BS, St. Norbert College
Dissertation: “Polybutadiene Graft 
Copolymers as Coupling Agents 
in Rubber Compounding”
Adviser: Coleen Pugh

Qianhe Wang
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Donghua University, China
Dissertation: “Acrylated Alkyds”
Adviser: Mark Soucek

Changhuai Ye
Polymer Engineering
MS, BS, Zhejiang University, China
Dissertation: “Microstructure 
Alignment and Mechanical 
Properties of Block Copolymer 
and Crystalline Polymer Thin 
Films”
Adviser: Bryan Vogt

Chao Yi
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Solution-Processed 
Polymeric Thermoelectrics and 
Photovoltaics”
Adviser: Xiong Gong

Qing Yu
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Applications of 
Human Bone and Synthesized 
Biomaterials in Bone-Related 
Tissue Engineering”
Adviser: William J Landis

Long Zhang
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “In-situ Infrared 
Studies of Absorbed Species 
in CO2 Capture and Green 
Chemical Processes”
Adviser: Stephen Z.D. Cheng 

Ren Zhang
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Directed Self-
Organization of Polymer-Grafted 
Nanoparticles in Polymer Thin 
Films”
Adviser: Alamgir Karim

Wei Zhang
Polymer Science
BS, Peking University, China
Dissertation: “Design, Synthesis 
and Self-Assembly of Giant 
Molecules with Precisely 
Controlled Heterogeneities, 
including Composition, 
Functionality, Topology and 
Sequence, Based on Nano-
Building Blocks”
Adviser: Stephen Z.D. Cheng



fourteen

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in CUrriCUlUm And 
insTrUCTion

Brooke D. Beck
Special Education – Moderate/
Intensive Intervention Specialist

Terrance E. Carson
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Rebecca A. Kovesci
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Jennifer McKenna
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Social Studies

Matthew M. Miles
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Language Arts

Ashley S. Mullen
Multi-Age Visual Arts

Deanna Laraine Norflee
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Danielle M. Shirey
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Social Studies

Lane T. Smerglia
Multi-Age Drama

Jill A. Smith
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

Erin G. VanHoose
Special Education – Moderate/
Intensive Intervention Specialist

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
TeAChing And TrAining 
TeChniCAl ProfessionAls

Sharon M. Logue

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Year Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

mAsTer of ArTs 
in edUCATion

Rebecca R. Butler
Instructional Technology

Amy D. Cope
Special Education

Steven PL Dietrich
Instructional Technology

Julie Nicole Garafolo
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Katherine G. Gulliford
Instructional Technology

Aaron C. Hartzler
Instructional Technology

Jennifer L. Herold
Elementary Education – Literacy

Hope Michelle Moore
Instructional Technology

Cecily D. Nobles
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Corey R. Pound
Instructional Technology

Kay L. Rentsch
Instructional Technology

Heather V. Saling
Higher EducationAdministration

Jeanne M. Semilia
Instructional Technology

Stephanie M. Snyder
Special Education

Virginia L. Texter
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Ning-Yang Wang
Instructional Technology

Katie J. Warner
Instructional Technology

Meagan J. Williams
Instructional Technology

College of Business 
Administration
Year Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi

mAsTer of ArTs

Turner G. Anderson
Economics

Mitchell W. Upp
Economics

Benjamin J. Vasquez Rendon
Economics

mAsTer of  
BUsiness AdminisTrATion

Carla D. Aramouni
Healthcare Management

Claudine L. Arm
Management

Adam G. Baldwin
Finance

John M. Bartolotta
Business Interdisciplinary

Eric J. Berryman
Finance

Ujwal Boyalla
Business Analytics

Daniel M. Carrier
Finance

Victor O. Chukwudelunzu
Business Interdisciplinary

Mary E. Clemons
Business Interdisciplinary

Joseph A. Cochran
Management

Naunihal S. Dhillon
Business Analytics

Ahmed Fathi Mohamed 
Elghriany
Business Interdisciplinary

Ahmed M. Hammoudeh
Management

Bryan R. Hyatt
Strategic Marketing

Dustin P. Kapper
Strategic Marketing

Nagasai Gouthamkumar Kavuri
Business Analytics

Evan M. Malinowski
Business Interdisciplinary

Victoria A. Miller
Business Analytics

Richard K. Molnar Jr.
Management

Salma Nazim
Strategic Marketing

Luu Bao Ngoc Nguyen
Management

Moses O. Ogunseye
Strategic Marketing

Alexander P. O’Hara
Management

Alexander J. Pero
Management

Kyle R. Pohl
Management

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 
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Brent R. Prazer
Business Interdisciplinary

Alyssa J. Pursley
Strategic Marketing

Corey W. Rollins
Management

Katherine A. Selzer
Management

Kyle R. Staton
Strategic Marketing

Daumantas Venckus-Cucchiara
Management

Xiji Wang
Finance

Morgan Wenger
Business Interdisciplinary

Darnay D. Wright
Business Interdisciplinary

Junliang Yue
Finance

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in ACCoUnTAnCy

Yao An
Ejiro K. Esemitodje

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in mAnAgemenT

Tioluwanimi T. Ajayi
Information Systems Management

Krishna Chaitanya Bandarupalli
Information Systems Management

Zeeshan D. Bhaidani
Information Systems Management

Sandhya Bhamidimarri
Information Systems Management

Swetha Bingi
Information Systems Management

Sai Sandeep Dudam
Information Systems Management

Sameera Guttula
Information Systems Management

Sita Harihar
Information Systems Management

Oluwabukola A. Ibrahim
Information Systems Management

Priyanka Jain
Information Systems Management

Xin Jin
Supply Chain Management

Sridhar Babu Katikala
Information Systems Management

Sree Lakshmi Keshavareddy
Information Systems Management

Sandeep Reddy Konda
Information Systems Management

Sindhu Kotaru
Information Systems Management

Sujana B. Kuruva Chekka
Information Systems Management

Madhavi Latha Lagudu
Information Systems Management

Rajeeva Mahalinga
Information Systems Management

Sandeep Meka
Information Systems Management

Najmuddin Rizwan Mohammed
Information Systems Management

1 College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Year Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

mAsTer of sCienCe

Manshi Li
Polymer Science

Xiaowen Zhu
Polymer Science

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in Polymer engineering

Subadhra Janardhanan
Haoran Wang

Neelima Chowdary Mulpuri
Information Systems Management

Adekunle Mumuni
Information Systems Management

Sindhu Reddy Nagireddy
Information Systems Management

Surya Teja Naraparaju
Information Systems Management

Venkata Aravind Prasad Narra
Information Systems Management

Chaitanya Nellikanti
Information Systems Management

Harinya Ramani Patnala
Information Systems Management

Venkata Lakshmi Keertana 
Rallabhandi
Information Systems Management

Amithash Kuber Ranganath
Information Systems Management

Karthik Rayanki
Information Systems Management

Arpita Roy Chowdhury
Information Systems Management

Shravya Siluveru
Information Systems Management

Prathyusha Vaddepalli
Information Systems Management

Divya Vodnala
Information Systems Management

Vivek Vuppala
Information Systems Management

Marquis A. Walker
Supply Chain Management

Sravani Yagiteela
Information Systems Management

Sai Tejaswini Yerramsetty
Information Systems Management

Liza M. Zimmerman
Technological Innovation

mAsTer of TAxATion

Jamie M. Barry
Joshua T. Edwards
Joshua D. Imbeau
Sonal Palod
Carly M. Roberts
Timothy J. Spencer
Douglas J. Thornton
Emily G. Toreki
Kari J. Wallace
Christen N. Warner
Zachary H. Youseff



(1)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines

sixteen

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Year Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

BAChelor of ArTs 
in edUCATion

Jordan Baker
Cum Laude

Krysten T. Buch
Magna Cum Laude

Nicholas M. Buss
Dennis J. Douglass
Jonathan K. Evans II

Cum Laude
Stephen P. Funderwhite
Jamie L. Hall
Logan W. Kane
Michael V. Moehring
Kyle A. Nagy
Brittany N. Palmer
Emily L. Stoll

Summa Cum Laude
Stephen M. Taylor

Cum Laude
Jeremy D. Todd

Magna Cum Laude
John J. Weigand

Cum Laude
Wendy L. Whited

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua Whiting

Cum Laude
Jaclyn A. Wloszek

Dana L. Queener
Breanna L. Reiber
Crystal J. Reynolds

Cum Laude
Hailee N. Sellers

Summa Cum Laude
Alisha M. Shelly

Summa Cum Laude
Brianna D. Stachler

Cum Laude
Anna E. Steidl

Summa Cum Laude
Amy A. Stephens

Magna Cum Laude
Stacie M. Swan

Summa Cum Laude
Kristyn M. Syroid

Cum Laude
Mary E. Tatton

Cum Laude
Brandon M. Thompson
Nicole L. Vance
Kristen R. Vardavas

Cum Laude
Elizabeth S. Viiberg

Magna Cum Laude
Julie A. Vondra

Summa Cum Laude
Emily A. Walsh

Magna Cum Laude
Ryan J. Warner

Magna Cum Laude
Heath A. Weber
Kelsey E. Wharton

Cum Laude
Catherine C. Wilke
Ann William

Summa Cum Laude
Kenisha Nicole’ Williams
Abby M. Young

Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
TeAChing And TrAining 
TeChniCAl ProfessionAls

Brandon Diana
Ione A. Friess

Cum Laude
Holly Marie Raita
Jack W. Rhodes Jr.

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in edUCATion

Sarah M. Alto
Caylin C. Anderson-Hall

Summa Cum Laude
Cassidy L. Arsenault

Summa Cum Laude
Emily G. Baker

Summa Cum Laude
Patrick M. Barrett
Brooke R. Baughman

Cum Laude
Monica Borsani

Magna Cum Laude
Adrianne Marie Brown
Alexis M. Carris
Katie S. Casimir

Magna Cum Laude
Alexandra L. Cheney

Cum Laude
Tasha R. Dale

Magna Cum Laude
Stephanie M. DiBiase
Brody T. Flegal

Magna Cum Laude
Brooke B. Fraley

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob D. Frounfelker
Nicole M. Glatz

Summa Cum Laude
Brooke C. Gockel

Summa Cum Laude
Jesseca C. Greene

Magna Cum Laude
Robert A. Hardgrove

Magna Cum Laude
Andrea M. Hayes
Rachel M. Hill

Cum Laude
Kaylee A. Huth(1)

Summa Cum Laude
Whitney C. Jackson
Karli J. Kujawa

Summa Cum Laude
Summer L. Lamp

Summa Cum Laude
Claire A. Lehotsky

Summa Cum Laude
Kendra N. Mars

Magna Cum Laude
Kristina F. McLaughlin

Summa Cum Laude
Nicole T. Mobley

Summa Cum Laude
Jacklyn A. Moore
Shannon L. Murphy
Lydia R. Neiswander
Rachel V. Nichols(1)

Cum Laude
Courtney M. Nolt
Benjamin F. Prylinski

Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees



seventeen
(2)  Degree Being Awarded 

Posthumously

College of  
Business Administration
Year Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi

BAChelor of ArTs

Ladji A. Bamba
Diego S. Hernandez

Cum Laude
Lucas J. Van Cleef

BAChelor of  
BUsiness AdminisTrATion

Alyssa N. Angeletti
Keyana P. Artis
Ashlee N. Austin
Matthew J. Baranuk
Jesse J. Beal
Jacob D. Bell

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin R. Bennett
Pria K. Bhardwaj
Lauren M. Bowman
Brandon M. Bradford
Danielle B. Braman
Russell J. Brodnan
Tyler D. Brophy-Davis
Kassidy N. Brown

Magna Cum Laude
Sadie M. Brown
Brittany D. Brumbelow
Kyle E. Burwell
William J. Bush
Scotty C. Butorac
Hunter G. Cain
Kristina L. Carpenter
Nathan R. Carpenter
Sara K. Caruso
Benjamin G. Castrigano
Tiffani T. Chan
Chandra L. Conzett

Cum Laude
Joseph J. Dado
Patrick T. Dell
Adrianna Demjanjuk

Magna Cum Laude
Shawn R. Deppe
Carmen L. Donofrio
Ashley A. Drazkowski

Magna Cum Laude
Kylee L. Eager
Nicole M. Eikelberry
Atif H. Farooqi
Rachel A. Furlong
Alexander T. Fuss
Chelsey M. Gable
Samia Gheith
Emily A. Giesen
Joseph A. Gogins
Joshua T. Graham
Shanice T. Grimmett
Alyssa R. Hamilton
Matthew L. Hammer
Anna T. Hanigosky
Mazen A. Hasan

Summa Cum Laude
Jacob C. Hathaway
Carly R. Heuer
Michael J. Hippley
Brian G. Horn
Lauren E. Hoyer
Matthew T. Hoyer
Tyler E. Humphrey

Cum Laude

Jacob C. Iammarino
Cum Laude

Jeremy J. Irias
Steven R. James
Andrew J. Jones
Derek L. Jose
Jessica M. Juhnke
Evelin Jupic
Ryan S. Kaplan
Maria O. Karagiannides

Cum Laude
Sierra A. Karr

Magna Cum Laude
Cody J. Kelly
Keaton W. Klemencic
Caitlin E. Kraus
Julia R. Lee
Viamonte A. Lee

Magna Cum Laude
Gabrielle N. Lewis

Summa Cum Laude
Maria R. Madden
Osagioduwa Malkin
James W. Marsh
Robert B. McKnight
Meredith N. Mease
Dragana Micic
Austin J. Mills

Cum Laude
Kristine M. Mitchell

Summa Cum Laude
Justin T. Mobilian
Matthew S. Moneypenny

Cum Laude
Brooke I. Moon

Magna Cum Laude
Austin D. Mooney
Caleb A. Morris
William A. Murphy
Thomas A. Musser
Emily A. Nees
Ashley M. Niznik

Magna Cum Laude
Katherine A. Noble
Joseph B. Oduho
Lauren R. Oldaker
Isaak J. Parker

Magna Cum Laude
Tyler J. Plaso
Zachary S. Popely
Kyle S. Powell
Emily A. Pudlowski
Alexander H. Randles
Logan D. Reinsel(2)

Bryan J. Rhoads
Logan H. Rodgers
Emily M. Rozmajzl

Summa Cum Laude
Erin E. Rummell
Daniel M. Samson
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Bradley D. Sheahan
Aryan A. Sheidai-Zaman
Jared D. Slutz
Scott X. Smith
Elizabeth M. Sobolewski

Cum Laude
Victor A. Souto

Summa Cum Laude
Sheldon D. Spaulding
Roderick C. Stasik
Jordan A. Steele

Summa Cum Laude
Michael P. Steensen
Hali J. Strub

Magna Cum Laude
Ashtin H. Stuhldreher
Loren T. Talabac
Ryan A. Trego
Michael A. Troppe
Kelsey J. Tully
Nathan T. Walker
Jesse D. Webel

Cum Laude
Nathan S. Webel
Hannah E. Widmer
Alaysha B. Wimberly
Kelly A. Witschey

Cum Laude
Brandon B. Witt
Samuel S. Yahi
Sean M. Yoho
Tyechia S. Young
Chelsie L. Zickefoose

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in ACCoUnTing

Richard D. Angeletti
Summa Cum Laude

Adam R. Bernhard
Magna Cum Laude

Matthew T. Bouman
Adam R. Briach

Cum Laude
Joseph M. Calanni Sr.
Dustin M. Canterbury
Christopher R. Chappell
Andrew E. Crooker
Shawni M. Davis
Timothy M. Dimitroff
Michael A. DiRosato
Joanna C. Drury
Andrew P. Grey
William M. Hall

Summa Cum Laude
Jennifer Hanson
Kevin B. Jones
Kristine A. Jones
Tanisha D. Jones
Jennifer J. Kirkpatrick

Magna Cum Laude
Kelly L. Klecan
Brandon M. Kocan
Alexa E. Mayer

Magna Cum Laude
Mitchell L. Mayhugh

Cum Laude
Alexander B. McGrew

Magna Cum Laude
Ibrahim A. Mohammed
Ryan Morrison
Nicholas A. Moyer

Magna Cum Laude
Hunter T. Olds
Michael T. Oney
George D. Ontko
Pellegrino Piermarini

Magna Cum Laude
Krista Podlogar
Rodrigo A. Ramos Negrete
Jamie A. Rohrer
Macauley D. Scourfield

Magna Cum Laude
Mistee M. Shadle
Joseph E. Shaw
Cortney Mallett Stanley
Emma J. Sullivan

Magna Cum Laude
Derik T. Swinderman
Zachery C. Thompson
Bradley D. Virgin
Chou Vue
Ashley N. Weimer

Summa Cum Laude
Bart K. Wyss
Cody A. Yuhas
Rebecca L. Zadell

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in lABor eConomiCs

Richard T. Rader
Magna Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)



nineteen

Gary L. Rife
Counseling Psychology
MA, BA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Influence 
of Feedback Orientation and 
Feedback Environment on 
Clinician Processing of Feedback 
from Client Outcome Measures”
Adviser: Charles Waehler

Adrienne V. Sampson
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Iowa State University”
Dissertation: “The Role of 
Supports, Barriers and Coping 
Efficacy in First-Generation 
College Students’ Career Decision 
Outcomes”
Adviser: Linda M. Subich

Lucas A. Stetzik
Integrated Bioscience
BA, The College of Wooster
Dissertation: “Non-Genomic 
Factors in the Expression of Adult 
Social Behavior”
Adviser: Qin Liu

December 17, 2016 
Morning
Buchtel College of  
Arts and Sciences
Year Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Kullapa Chanawanno
Chemistry
MS, BS, Prince of Songkla University, 
Thailand
Dissertation: “Synthetic Studies 
of Re(CO)3 Bioconjugates, 
Azadipyrromethenes, and 
Ferrocene-modified Compounds”
Adviser: Christopher Ziegler

Hether R. Cook
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BS, University of Phoenix
Dissertation: “Color-Blind Racial 
Ideology and Antiracist Action”
Adviser: Suzette Speight

Olga Volkova
Urban Studies and Public Affairs
MPA, The University of Akron;  
BS, Kolomna Teacher Training 
Institute, Russia; BS, Slavyansk State 
Teacher Training Institute, Ukraine
Dissertation: “Changes in 
Attitude and Self-Reported 
Smoking Behavior of Youth with 
Different Social Economic Status 
Pre-and-Post Implementation of 
Who Tobacco Control Policies in 
Ukraine During 2005-2011”
Adviser: Raymond Cox

Mary E. Wade
Integrated Bioscience
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Engineering of 
Elastomeric Biomaterials and 
Biomimicry of Extracellular 
Matrix for Soft Tissue 
Regeneration”
Adviser: Matthew L. Becker

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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mAsTer of sCienCe

Chathura S. Abeywickrama
Chemistry

Tarek I. Alanazi
Physics

Nicolas E. Alexander
Chemistry

Wafaa A. Aljuhani
Chemistry

Yasir Alkhalifah
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Amani S. Almutairi
Physics

Huda A. Alqubaysi
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Martin Awortwi
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Albert M. Barbery
Geology

Xiaoman Bi
Chemistry

Scott M. Black
Statistics

Celina R. Cahalane
Chemistry

Dipendra Dahal
Chemistry

Adam J. Delaney
Geology

Innocent S. Demshemino
Chemistry

Darryl S. Dennis
Biology

Wiley F. Ederer
Applied Mathematics

Andrew A. Edwards
Computer Science

Eric M. Fernandes
Computer Science

Venugopal Gangisetty
Computer Science

Buchtel College of  
Arts and Sciences
Year Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

mAsTer of  
APPlied PoliTiCs

Kelsie N. L. Carson
Anthony P. Colucci III
Matthew Lo
Alexander T. Pavloff
Jason S. Sonenshein
Tyler J. Topp

mAsTer of ArTs

Thurayya Helena Aliyu 
UmBayemake
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Emmanuel Anim-Koranteng
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Firas N. Awadallah
Urban Studies

Abigail M. Brickler
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Jennifer L. Clark
English

Halley L. Cooper-Shumway
Psychology – Adult Development 
and Aging

Elizabeth B. Doss
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Melissa C. Dunfee
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Sara E. Farkas
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Kevin C. Gamble
Communication

Marlene E. Hopkins
English

Randi A. Hoy-Rappach
Communication

Colin F. Marshall
History

Premmarin Milindasuta
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Marisa A. Oeltjen
Communication

Gregory R. Perry
Psychology – Industrial/
Organizational

Michael L. Selzer
History

Melody J. Sherard-Redman
Sociology

Melanie J. Slabaugh
Theatre Arts

mAsTer of ArTs  
in PoliTiCAl sCienCe

Brandi E. Buss
Security Studies

mAsTer of fine ArTs  
in CreATive wriTing

Damien M. Thomas
Courtney L. Turner

mAsTer of mUsiC

Theron E. Brown
Piano Performance

Willow F. DiGiacomo
Wind Conducting

Stephen A. Hanhold
Music Education

Ermal Nikolla
Music Theory

mAsTer of  
PUBliC AdminisTrATion

Kadiatou Diarra
Amber P. Good
Cary L. Hasselbacher
Carli B. Hiben
Jean-Paul Hill
Ronak Moradi
Evelyn N. Nelson
Fang Niu
Juleah M. Parker
Gamal D. Saxton
Alexandra Nicole Sedor
Michelle Marie Smith
Carolyn Elise White Spath
Nancy M. Vanhecke
Michael E. Vinay
Kevin S. Walter
Kimberly A. Webber
Caroline D. Weir
Ebony Z. Young
Ayman Zakari

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 



twenty-one

Tahereh Ganji
Physics

Selim Gerislioglu
Chemistry

Bethany I. Hart
Chemistry

Suphanut Jamonnak
Computer Science

Bhoomika P. Kadivar
Computer Science

Kiran Kumar Katkam
Computer Science

Faizan Khatri
Statistics

Paul Krasner
Geology

Corinne Lally
Geology

Chenfei Li
Statistics

Vamsikrishna Mannam
Computer Science

Jialin Mao
Chemistry

Ahmed Mohammed
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Sumanth Reddy Muthakapalle
Computer Science

Dinesh Kumar Nimmathi
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Krishna R. Ojha
Chemistry

Dharmendra P. Pant
Physics

Edward J. Poston
Geology

Ranasinghe Arachchige Amani  
P. Ranasinghe
Chemistry

Micah L. Ruth
Statistics

Sahar A. Sallam
Chemistry

Arcelia Del Carmen Sanchez 
Alamina
Biology

Roopa Singarapu
Computer Science

Chelsea E. Smith
Biology

Michael L. Stromyer
Chemistry

Tirtha R. Subedi
Physics

Alex Christopher Tegland
Biology

Dileep Kumar Thallapally
Computer Science

Paul R. Traxler
Statistics

Dakota V. Turner
Biology

Matthew A. Tuttle
Biology

Lawrence Woodward
Biology

Jing Xie
Statistics

Changlin Zhang
Statistics

Lina Zhang
Statistics
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Melissa A. Fitch
Marlanea A. Franklin
Taria J. Franklin
Matthew J. Frantz

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew T. Frimel
Joshua D. Gibson
Benjamin E. Green

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Grimsley
Brittany N. Gump
Jacqueline A. Hamilton

Summa Cum Laude
Dylan O. Hansen

Cum Laude
Brittany M. Harris
Alexander N. Harty
Spencer H. Heath
Emily K. Heffelfinger
Bryan F. Hildenbrand
Trevor A. Holdsworth
Chad T. Hoopingarner
Jamin L. Hostetler
Danielle N. Howe
Megan S. Howell
Whitney E. Irizarry

Summa Cum Laude
Nicole R. Jesser

Cum Laude
Makenzie A. Jones
Brianna Kent
Katie M. King
Andrew M. Kinzel
Bonnie S. Kopp
Erin M. Kovacs
Samuel D. Kraus
Alexa E. Lago

Summa Cum Laude
David M. Larson
Melissa M. Lawrence

Cum Laude
Marissa L. Lee
Yang Lin
Scott E. Love
David J. Matheny
Lauren R. McDowall

Summa Cum Laude
Nicene R. McNeil
Mark W. Mole
Ashley B. Morrison

Cum Laude
Jacob B. Nagel
Nathan S. Neal
Diana Nikolic
Kayla M. Ondash
Danielle N. Ozello
Micah L. Palitto
Frank J. Pannetti
Larissa A. Papas
Bradley N. Pearlman
Skyler L. Pierce

Cum Laude
Samantha J. Rangel

Cum Laude

Brianna M. Rankin
Zoe A. Reese

Cum Laude
Elizabeth R. Reinart
Brittany N. Rhodes
Baron V. Riedthaler

Summa Cum Laude
Sydney M. Rigby
Hamilton Robinson
Alexandra M. Rogers
Nicholas C. Rohner
Avery N. Roper
La’ria E. Ruiz
Kenneth C. Saltrick II
Bailey M. Sandin

Summa Cum Laude
Lauren R. Scheerer
Cody A. Schlabach
Tyler R. Schrader
Kim Schuerger
Christopher N. Seifert

Magna Cum Laude
Mackenzie R. Sells
Michael N. Sency
David Shahata

Cum Laude
Aaron M. Shaum

Magna Cum Laude
Lucas J. Shawlson
Hayley J. Shearer

Summa Cum Laude
Morgan N. Smith

Magna Cum Laude
Megan Snyder
David A. Spontarelli
Katarina N. Sprankle
Sarah M. Stangelo
Anthony J. Sullivan
Sarah E. Sutherland
Sylvia E. Sykes
Thomas R. Taylor

Summa Cum Laude
Miranda Toman

Magna Cum Laude
Kimberly M. Torres

Cum Laude
Eric R. Trimble
Chris D. Ulmer

Cum Laude
Sarah D. Urbank

Summa Cum Laude
Melissa A. Urian

Summa Cum Laude
Amanda L. Wahl
Richard Waldron Cook
Chad R. Weaver

Magna Cum Laude
Marian F. Wehrlin
Nicholas A. Weisend
Zachary J. Weisend
DaShanae M. White
Sopufaa F. Whyte
Natasha A. Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Lesley M. Wilmoth

Buchtel College of  
Arts and Sciences
Year Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

BAChelor of ArTs

Ghadir Abu Helal
Mylor R. Acquaah

Magna Cum Laude
Dani J. Adams
David A. Agha-Khan

Summa Cum Laude
Sarah Ahmed

Summa Cum Laude
Taylor A. Akin
Jacob D. Allen
Taylor G. Alt
Brock E. Berlin

Cum Laude
Rick A. Black
Adam L. Bonomo
Essence M. Bradley
Lauren E. Brady
Caleb A. Brown

Cum Laude
Megan M. Brown
Sylvia M. Chris

Magna Cum Laude
Marie E. Clark
Jermaine A. Collins
Morgan A. Conrad
Benjamin L. Coy
Nicole J. Curet
Kaleigh A. Damm
Koel Das Gupta
Brandon A. Dean

Summa Cum Laude
Kimera D. Dean
Hannah M. Decker

Cum Laude
Katelyn M. DeCosta(3)

Hayley M. Demeter
Cum Laude

Samantha M. DePaul
Michelle F. DeShon

Cum Laude
Sabreigha Dixon
Ashley A. Drazkowski

Magna Cum Laude
Adam T. Emery
Jon Fredric Endres
Ryan S. Engel
Ahmed A. Fadlalla

Cum Laude
Braden J. Farley
Melissa Ferguson

Summa Cum Laude
Seth R. Ferris
Kaylee M. Finley

Summa Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

(3)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines
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Kendra L. Wilson
Magna Cum Laude

Samantha C. Wright
Selig B. Yost
Kevin E. Young
Ashley L. Zisko
Kyle J. Zisko

BAChelor of ArTs 
in BUsiness And 
orgAnizATionAl 
CommUniCATion

John E. Stitt

BAChelor of ArTs 
in fAmily And Child 
develoPmenT

Myesha A. Beckham
Tianah T. Cherry
Kayla K. Cowden

Magna Cum Laude
Monique J. Dunning
Laddie W. Fair Jr.
Jay S. Flowers
Emily R. Hughey
Carolyn E. Klions
Alexandria E. Miller
Kristen M. Patterson
Ashley T. Power
Courtney R. Powers
Alyssa R. Rohan
William D. Scharlotte
Kara M. Sidebotham
Bryanna N. Starman

Summa Cum Laude
Taylor M. Stevenson

BAChelor of ArTs in 
fAshion merChAndising

Shanice L. Dewberry
Rachael L. Horton
Natalie R. Mallinak

Summa Cum Laude
Nicole A. Nelson
Hayli S. O’Bannon
Treana Raynette Smith

BAChelor of ArTs 
in inTerdisCiPlinAry 
AnThroPology

Patricia J. Andrews
Cum Laude

Matthew Phillip Barnes
Cum Laude

Daelantae R. Marshall
Christina D. Martin
Mauricenia M. McNear
Joshua J. Murphy
Brianna N. Rummer

BAChelor of ArTs  
in inTerior design

Meaghan Elaine Hamer

BAChelor of ArTs in 
mUlTidisCiPlinAry sTUdies

Christina N. Bass
Margaret M. Canzonetta

Cum Laude
Shana M. Friedt
Jonathan L. Kenna
Antonio M. Kennedy Jr.
John G. McSteen
Danielle M. Nicholson
Douglas A. Oldiges
Elisha E. Porter
Nathan Rausch
Rochelle T. Schenk

BAChelor of fine ArTs

Breanna R. Brewer
Cum Laude

Elizabeth L. Church
Magna Cum Laude

Jaclyn M. Hale
Cum Laude

Philip G. Papantoniou
Nathan M. Prebonick

Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of mUsiC

Zachary T. Bennett
Summa Cum Laude

Vincent M. Ciulla
Summa Cum Laude

Allexis T. Filby
Matthew D. Garrett

Cum Laude
Kierstin M. Jenkins

Summa Cum Laude
Robert B. Sobnosky Jr.

Summa Cum Laude
Sloan W. Stakleff
Hannah M. Westfield

Magna Cum Laude
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BAChelor of sCienCe

Scott R. Adams
Magna Cum Laude

Asma Mohammed M. Alzanbaqi
Cum Laude

Robert J. Antolovich
Krista D. Barrowcliffe
Joshua P. Bowkamp
Ian C. Boyles
Ryan M. Bunker
Scott R. Buurma
Sarah E. Catania
Madison K. Cohen

Magna Cum Laude
Donald B. Eddy
Jaclyn E. Eidom
Grant T. Gilmore
Mariah L. Giusto
Brandi M. Good
Allison M. Grimes
Sultanah A. M. Hamdi
Dominique N. Heck
Shelby T. Hoffman

Magna Cum Laude
Tyler J. Hushour

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas A. Jackson

Summa Cum Laude
Victor G. Jones
Madison R. Kaser

Summa Cum Laude
Trent A. Kenreigh
Jake S. Knisley
Nicholas C. Kunkel
Erin E. Leneghan
Colbee A. Lord
Maram M. Matar
Joseph R. McFadian

Cum Laude
Stephanie E. McNutt
Christopher M. Menge
Borjana Milkovic
Ryan J. Milush

Cum Laude
Alexandria M. Nguyen
Mariah M. Palombo
Rochelle M. Rodrigo
Christopher L. Ross

Magna Cum Laude
Shara L. Ross
Ryan L. Russell
Jillian T. Saurer
Timothy A. Schmucker(4)

Alana A. Snyder
Magna Cum Laude

Michael P. Vigorito
Cum Laude

Kaylene A. Widdoes
Cum Laude

Zachary J. Zimmer
Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPUTer sCienCe

August J. Armbruster Jr.
Brian M. Boggs
Duncan A. Campbell

Summa Cum Laude
Peter F. Jindra
Maxwell A. Kay
Tyler F. Kenepp
Cheryl L. McKay

Summa Cum Laude
Zachary A. Oryszak-Ley
Mark A. Riemer
Christina E. Schorsten
Eric S. Vestfals
Ryan A. Wake

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in PoliTiCAl sCienCe/
CriminAl JUsTiCe

Ryan M. Brawley
Amanda D. Brown
Cortney C. Brown
Erik J. Calet
David M. Duncan
Spencer L. Forshey
Trent L. Gordon
Trent K. Howard

Magna Cum Laude
Courtney G. Kovach
Jompunya Kuntakom
Tyler J. McEndree
Matthew J. Pastoria

Cum Laude
Vincent D. Piccoli

Cum Laude
Alexander K. Robinson
Christopher J. Schiavoni
Dwight E. Scott Jr.
Delisa R. Sherroll
Zachary A. Snader
Leslie E. Stoneman
Karl L. Weaver
Brandon M. Wharton

Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)

(4)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines
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Buchtel College of  
Arts and Sciences
Year Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
CriminAl JUsTiCe 
TeChnology

Joshua J. Adamescu
With Distinction

Todd C. Birney
Dylan J. Carmany

With Distinction
Brody Churovia

With Highest Distinction
Brianna N. Cotterman

With Distinction
Adam D. Daugherty

Taylor W. Deal
With High Distinction

Lauren D. Fletcher
With High Distinction

Benjamin D. Kick
With High Distinction

Kelsey M. Kroggel
Matthew R. Ley
Andrew T. McDuffee
Bradley J. Mercier
Devyn T. Nolen
Seth D. Phares

With Distinction
Robert M. Robinson Jr.
John A. Simms
Brandon R. Soles

With Distinction
India S. Surgeon
Tristen D. Sweitzer
Heaven L. Wortman
Diamond L. Yates

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in eArly 
Childhood develoPmenT

Caitlin P. Carson
Ari N. Davis
Kristina R. Lyons

With Distinction

Candidates for Associate Degrees
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December 17, 2016 
Afternoon
College of Engineering
Year Founded 1914

Interim Dean Donald P. Visco

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Muneer F. Althaaly
Engineering – Civil
MS, University of New Haven; BS, 
Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia
Dissertation: “An Efficient 
and Reliable Route for the 
Transportation of Qatari Natural 
Gas to Europe”
Adviser: Ping Yi

Long Chen
Engineering – Chemical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Porous Carbon 
Adsorbent and Supercapacitor 
Electrode from Sustainable 
Biomass Resources”
Adviser: Jianhua Zhu
Mukesh Kumar Chippa
Engineering – Computer
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Chaitanya Bharathi Institute of 
Technology, India
Dissertation: “Goal Seeking 
Decision Support System to 
Empower Personal Wellness 
Management”
Adviser: Shivakumar Sastry

Mustafa Umut Culcuoglu
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Gaziantep University
Dissertation: “Re-engineering 
Community Based Chronic Care 
Delivery Systems: Theory and 
Applications”
Adviser: Shengyong Wang

Zhicheng Gao
Engineering – Civil
MS, Hohai University, China;  
BS, Nantong University, China
Dissertation: “Corrosion Damage 
of Reinforcement Embedded in 
Reinforced Concrete Slab”
Adviser: Robert Liang and 
Anil K. Patnaik

Elmira Ghanbari
Engineering – Chemical
MS, BS, Isfahan University of 
Technology, Iran
Dissertation: “Corrosion Behavior 
of Buried Pipeline in Presence of 
AC Stray Current in Controlled 
Environment”
Adviser: Robert Lillard

Kartik Gopal
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Illinois Institute of Technology, 
BTech, SASTRA University, India
Dissertation: “Modeling and 
Optimization of Hospital 
Transportation System”
Adviser: Shengyong Wang

Sunil Gowda
Engineering – Civil
MS, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale; BE, Visveswaraiah 
Technological University, India
Dissertation: “Multi-Scale Effects 
of Corrosion on Steel Structures”
Adviser: Anil K. Patnaik

Sang Youp Hwang
Engineering – Chemical
MS, Yonsei University, South Korea; 
ME, Stevens Institute of Technology, 
New Jersey; BS, Kyung Hee University, 
South Korea
Dissertation: “Synthesis of 
Platinum Based Nanocatalysts 
with Controlled Particle 
Parameters and Study for their 
Properties in Oxidation Reaction”
Adviser: Zhenmeng Peng

Marla J. Kennedy
Engineering – Civil
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, University of Dayton
Dissertation: “Multi-Objective 
Optimization of Conventional 
Surface Water Treatment 
Processes”
Adviser: Christopher Miller

Sara E. Kline
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “An Investigation 
of the Performance of Compliant 
Finger Seals for use in Gas 
Turbine Engines using Navier-
Stokes and Reynolds Equation 
Based Numerical Models and 
Experimental Evaluation”
Adviser: Minel J. Braun

Abdullah Al Loman
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering & Technology
Dissertation: “Enzyme Based 
Processing of Soybean Flour: 
Production of Enriched Protein 
Product and Utilization of 
Carbohydrate as Fermentation 
Feedstock for Arabitol Production”
Adviser: Lu-Kwang Ju

Abdelrhman A. Mahamadi
Engineering – Computer
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, University of Khartoum, Sudan
Dissertation: “Bond Graph 
Models for Human Behavior”
Adviser: Shivakumar Sastry

Sam Mahmodicherati
Engineering – Electrical
MS, University Technology Malaysia; 
BS, University of Mazandaran, Iran
Dissertation: “Direct Power 
Control of a Doubly Fed Induction 
Generator in Wind Power 
Systems”
Adviser: Malik Elbuluk

Wei Niu
Engineering – Chemical
MS, Tianjin University, China;  
BS, Anyang University, China
Dissertation: “Corrosion Study of 
Interstitially Hardened SS 316L 
and IN 718 in Simulated Light 
Water Reactor Conditions”
Adviser: Scott Lillard

Piyapong Pattanapanishsawat
Engineering – Chemical
MS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “IR Study of 
Enhanced DSSC Efficiency and 
Stability by Nitrogen Doped TiO2 
and Rhombic TiO2 Coating on 
FTO” 
Adviser:  Steven S.C. Chuang

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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Jonathan W. Rajala
Engineering – Chemical
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Core-Shell 
Electrospinning Fabrication 
of Ceramic Hollow Fiber 
Membranes”
Adviser: George G. Chase

Burak Tekgun
Engineering – Electrical
MS, Cumhuriyet University, Turkey 
BS, Cumhuriyet University, Turkey
Dissertation: “Analysis, 
Measurement and Estimation 
of Core Losses in Electrical 
Machines”
Adviser: Yilmaz Sozer

Natalie P. Waksmanski
Engineering – Civil
BS, Dominican University;  
BS, Illinois Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Static and Dynamic 
Analyses of Layered Composite 
Plates with Multiphase Coupling 
and Nonlocal Effects”
Adviser: Ernian Pan

Xi Yang
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Beijing Technology and 
Business University
Dissertation: “Vibration Assisted 
Water-Diesel Separation by Glass 
Fiber Media and Electrospun 
Fiber Media”
Adviser: George G. Chase

Changlin Zhang
Engineering – Chemical
MS, Tianjin University;  
BS, Nanjing Tech University
Dissertation: “Rational Design of 
Electrocatalysts with Enhanced 
Catalytic Performance in Energy 
Conversion”
Adviser: Zhenmeng Peng

Xiaoliang Zhu
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Beijing University of Technology; 
BS, Anhui University of Science and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Multiple Lubricant 
Properties Sensor for Online 
Machine Health Monitoring”
Adviser: Jiang Zhe

College of  
Health Professions
Year Founded 2012

Senior Vice President and 
Provost Rex D. Ramsier

doCTor of  
nUrsing PrACTiCe

Stephanie R. Sykes
Nursing Practice
MS, The Ohio State University;  
BSN, Capital University
Dissertation: “Exploration of the 
Use of Inhaled Nitric Oxide in 
Preterm Neonates”
Adviser: Michele I. Zelko

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Adebimpe O. Adedipe
Nursing
MSN, Case Western Reserve 
University; BSN, Ursuline College
Dissertation: “Social Identity, 
Professional Collective Self-
Esteem, and Attitudes Toward 
Interprofessional Education and 
Learning in Health Professions 
Faculty”
Adviser: Christine Heifner Graor

Julie M. Lenyk
Counselor Education and Supervision
MSEd, BS, Youngstown State 
University
Dissertation: “The Contribution 
of Wellness and Mindfulness 
to Job Satisfaction of Licensed 
Professional Counselors”
Adviser: Varunee Faii 
Sangganjanavanich

Kristie M. Williams
Counselor Education and Supervision
MA, The Seattle School of Theology 
& Psychology; BA, The University of 
Toledo
Dissertation: “Multicultural 
Competence and Racial 
Microaggression as Predictors of 
Career Counseling Self-Efficacy 
Among Counselors of Color”
Adviser: Robert C. Schwartz



College of Engineering
Year Founded 1914

Interim Dean Donald P. Visco

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in ChemiCAl engineering

Sridhar Akula
Jacob Kohl
Seyed Mostafa Razavi
Baiping Ren
Angelica M. Vitus
Dana L. Woychik
Fengyu Yang
Zhipeng Zeng

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering

Ahmed M. Ali
Himani Alisary
Abdulrahman Othman A. 

Almunabhi
Lauren N. Buser
Lin Feng Chen
Philip B. Custer
Mohamed Essam AbdelRazek 

Essili
Elijah D. Fox
Vikas Gopagani
Tariq M. Hakami
Alan D. Hastwell
Kyle R. Heinz
Anthony M. Lelli
Brian W. McGannon
Joshua W. Nine
Andrew J. Pelfrey
Tanvir Quasem
Morteza M. Shakeri Hossein 

Abad
Li Zhao

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in eleCTriCAl 
engineering

Joseph Agyemang Duah
Mounika Sravya Keerthana 

Gudipati
Amr Ibrahem
Gihan Janith Mendis Imbulgoda 

Liyangahawatt
Bo Liu
Jacquelynne R. Morse
Sk. Nabil Nowak
Didem Tekgun
Sriharsha VanKamamidi
Hao Wang
Randeel W. Wimalagunarathne
Guanglei Zhang

twenty-eight

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in engineering

Joshua G. Burdeshaw
Engineering Management

Jacqueline M. Carpenter
Biomedical Engineering

Ryan T. Ciganik
Engineering Management

Natalie Fountas-Davis
Biomedical Engineering

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering

Sheikh N. Ahamed
Amir Amirfazli
Himel Barua
Suma Rani Das
Isaac J. Gallardo
Md. Mahfujul H. Khan
Garrett R. McHugh
Ragavendra Prasad 

Panakarajupally
Jonathan A. Wilch

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 
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College of  
Health Professions
Year Founded 2012

Senior Vice President and 
Provost Rex D. Ramsier

mAsTer of ArTs  
in edUCATion

Alexandra J. Bousquet
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Laura E. Cianchetti
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Monica Durica
School Counseling

James P. Figley
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Alexis G. Garcia
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Sharon L. Gellings
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Sarah D. Hall
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Janie E. Hernandez
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Gina E. Major
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Shawn P. McDermitt
School Counseling

Sterling A. McGrew
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Alexus B. Tuel
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nakesha T. Varner
School Counseling

Carli R. Waller
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lauren A. Wilson
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

mAsTer of ArTs in sPeeCh 
– lAngUAge PAThology

Melinda S. Joseph

mAsTer of PUBliC heAlTh

Surekha Appikatla
Jessica Y. Brioso
Shivam N. Patel
Abby L. Warmath

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Chelsea Andorka
Sport Science/Coaching

Anthony M. Ange
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Christian R. Eyman
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Haley M. Gaines
Sport Science/Coaching

Nichole L. Gardner
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Christopher T. Ginley
Sport Science/Coaching

Eran J. Hami
Sport Science/Coaching

Andrew T. Hanson
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Timothy A. Hargrett
Sport Science/Coaching

Joshua D. Hobson
Sport Science/Coaching

Amanda M. Hornyak
Sport Science/Coaching

Brianna S. Kanz
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Brendan James Arthur Leister
Sport Science/Coaching

Andrew P. Oravec
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Jonathan N. Platten
Sport Science/Coaching

Richard D. Rice
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Adam C. Schaffer
Sport Science/Coaching

John B. Senter Jr.
Sport Science/Coaching

James E. Turner
Sport Science/Coaching
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College of Engineering
Year Founded 1914

Interim Dean Donald P. Visco

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
BiomediCAl engineering
Angel L. Albright
BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ChemiCAl engineering
Abdullah Fadha F. Alsubaie
William P. Daugherty

Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering
Abdulrahman K. Almusaiteer
James L. Bender
Michael J. Jones
Robert E. Wilson
BAChelor of sCienCe in 
eleCTriCAl engineering
Mark A. Keenan
BAChelor of sCienCe  
in engineering
William C. Lee
BAChelor of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering
Kyle J. Benedict
Kyle M. Cooper
Thomas A. DeMali Jr.

Magna Cum Laude
Kevin J. Doyle
Nicholas G. Fockler
Adam M. Fox
Matthew E. Gaydos
Kevin R. Harold
Trace A. Holman
Matthew W. Humeniuk
Brandon P. Markgraf
Scott A. Michaud
Sara O. Oliveira Pedro Dos 

Santos
Cum Laude

Johnathen C. Poalson
David J. Royak

Summa Cum Laude
Bradley J. Ruhaak

Magna Cum Laude
Alex A. Russell
Ryan A. Saylor

Cum Laude
Matthew T. Shaniuk

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew W. Shannon
Timothy J. Swift

Cum Laude
Russell L. Weaver
Ann William

Summa Cum Laude
Isaiah William
Paul J. Wischt Jr.

Summa Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

College of  
Health Professions
Year Founded 2012

Senior Vice President and 
Provost Rex D. Ramsier

BAChelor of ArTs

Tanya L. Hendricks
Carolyn M. Zaitzew

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs in 
Child life sPeCiAlisT

Rachael M. Dudley

BAChelor of ArTs/ 
soCiAl work

Daphne C. Abrams
Cum Laude

Samantha Bamford
Magna Cum Laude

Catherine L. Bedell
Jill M. Cooper
Ashley M. Edwards
Tamisha L. Gibson
Maria E. Graciani
Tandalaya M. Howard
Courtney L. Keith
Karen T. Knerem

Magna Cum Laude
Luellen Leshoure IV
Megan L. MacLane
Larry D. McCool
Shanikka S. Moore

Cum Laude
Robert J. Perrotta Jr.
Emma J. Schneider
Allison A. Thompson

Magna Cum Laude
Xiomara N. Valentin

Cum Laude
Lisa J. Young

Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs  
in sPeeCh – lAngUAge 
PAThology And 
AUdiology

Steven R. Downey

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in dieTeTiCs

Jamie Ann Walker
Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Annmarie N. Abeyesekera
Brianne R. Adcock

Magna Cum Laude
Christian H. Allen
Carlitos A. Anderson

Cum Laude
Heather L. Baker
Garrett M. Bittner
Roxana E. Buda

Summa Cum Laude
Ryan J. Coblentz
Trevor A. Cooper
Eric D. Copeland

Cum Laude
Jonathan J. Davis
Bryan A. Dyce
Brendan P. Fitzgerald
Nathan J. Gentile

Summa Cum Laude
Lauren E. Gentner

Summa Cum Laude
Ashley M. Gorbulja

Cum Laude
Brent E. Gray Jr.
Richard E. Hall Jr.
Ryan J. Harris

Cum Laude
Trevor M. Harris
Joseph P. Haynes

Cum Laude
Matthew W. Heiligenberg
Makenzie L. Heitic

Magna Cum Laude
Jesse K. Hobbel
Ilsa L. Jones
Cory D. Katzenmeyer
Melanie D. Ketler
Hakeem R. Lawrence
Nicholas B. Lima
Taylor M. Llewellyn
Zachary A. Lorenzen
Trent M. Lucas

Cum Laude
Meghan Ashlee McCants
Timothy A. McWilliams
Brook H. Mellis
Shane J. Miller
Samantha C. Montgomery
Cory W. Morrow
Kaitlyn M. Morrow

Cum Laude
Jonathon D. Nottingham
Christopher G. Park
Andrew M. Phillips
Danilo Radjen

Magna Cum Laude
Rachael F. Ratcliffe(5)

Justin M. Rehark
Daniel G. Resanovic

(5)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines



thirty-one

Zachary S. Schillig
Andrew M. Schindewolf
Jacob T. Schlarb
Patrick D. Smith
Robert C. Smith-Harris
Kolby S. Snyder
Wilmot A. Sowa
Lauren M. Steiner
Zachary D. Sweat
Megan B. Waskowski

Cum Laude
Andrew M. Wuellner

Cum Laude
Michael J. Yambor

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
food And environmenTAl 
nUTriTion

Elise T. Capone
Teresa M. D’amicone
Lacie Fischer
Laura D. Gullett
Theresa L. Miller
Anthony V. Monteleone
Scott D. Thomas

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in nUrsing

Kimberly A. Barth
Brett A. Buzzelli
Victorya N. Cain
Daniel J. Doran Sr.
Julie Dyachuk
Nicole L. Gazley
Brittnie D. Goins
Diane L. Kenna
Brandy M. Kocisko-Mullet
MaKayla E. Kovach
Kenneth R. Larabee
Kathleen E. Mallady

Cum Laude
Jacob W. Meyer
Reannin M. Moles

Cum Laude
Damarice Anjong Nkengla
Jane Faith Onyao
Kailee M. Ramaekers
Alexandra J. Ryan
Morgan M. Sisley
Nelly Szente
Jennifer B. West

Summa Cum Laude

College of Applied 
Science and Technology
Year Founded 1964

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in AUTomATed 
mAnUfACTUring 
engineering TeChnology

Karol P. Sobon
Michael Tecca IV

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPUTer informATion 
sysTems

Robert O. Allen
Justin R. Bell
David L. Byrd
Nathan R. Chiurco
Ziad F. Elia Jr.

Cum Laude
Dan A. Frisco

Magna Cum Laude
Kevin B. Groves
Brenda C. Gruber
Scott E. Grueser
Michael J. Hibinger
Alexander P. Hunt

Magna Cum Laude
Aaron M. Jones
Mark R. Lohnes

Cum Laude
Cory W. Lowrie
Kyle S. McHugh
Evan J. McKee
James R. Pettit
Joshua R. Poindexter
Matthew L. Rausch
Matthew T. Rudkowski

Magna Cum Laude
John L. Tsai
Steve L. Tsai
Matthew E. Zillmann

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in ConsTrUCTion 
engineering TeChnology

Brandon J. Blankenship
Steven J. Brejcha
Donald D. Carey
Joseph D. Crowder
Patric N. Gorgievski
Alexander L. Grossman
Jordan P. Howell

Cum Laude
Jonathan W. Hubler
Dejan Jovanovic
Cory J. Lieber
Jarrod J. Matas
Robert M. Mimms
Bradley E. Nagy
Jacob R. Saff le
Dave M. Stith
Brian C. White

Magna Cum Laude
Zachary J. Williams

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
eleCTroniC engineering 
TeChnology

Stephen D. Herbert
Jordan L. Loughney

Cum Laude
Bryce T. Mitchell
Martin Odell Rigby
Douglas Stafford
Zachary A. Stolicny
Cory M. Trease



BAChelor of sCienCe in 
emergenCy mAnAgemenT 
And homelAnd seCUriTy

Graham M. Arnold
Bravis J. Boehle

Summa Cum Laude
Jordan E. Cupps
Nicholas E. Film

Magna Cum Laude
Angelique R. Gonzalez

Magna Cum Laude
James D. Howard III
Seraphina Ella Kempf

Cum Laude
Katie S. Knight
Maya L. Latson
Brock R. Metzger
Calvin J. Poznik
Thomas J. Tannhof
Marcus J. Wagner

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering 
TeChnology

Abdulmonem Alshaikh
Bakr A. Awad
Jessica B. Dalton
Richard W. Donnenwirth
Damaris S. Enriquez
Kyle A. Hamad
Robert R. Heintel
Brian L. Hunter
Kaleshia L. King
Brandon J. Lewis
Addison D. Morr
Adam P. Sera
Mark E. Silcox

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in orgAnizATionAl 
sUPervision

Jayme Angiulo
David L. Baughman II
Darnise Y. Brunson
Jarret B. Burris
Angela Campitelli

Magna Cum Laude
Reginald B. Carter II
Loralee M. Cross
Rebecca M. Debord

Cum Laude
Amanda M. Diaz

Cum Laude
Steven R. Downey
Cody S. Drury
Amber E. Eakin
Kelsey N. Fiocca
Alexandria N. Forte
Jerrad W. Friedrichsen
Amanda E. Fullen
Nicholas M. Goode
Tyrell M. Goodman
Ashley M. Gorbulja

Cum Laude
Cody R. Grice
Jessica A. Harris
Amir A. Hawkins
Marissa L. Henninge
Matthew J. Hileman
Devon T. Hipp
Robert J. Holliday Jr.
Tyrel A. Horsley
Deborah M. Istenes
Michele A. Jackson-Elba
Briana N. Jones
Katelyn J. Jones
Devyn N. Kent
Garrett J. Kreiger

Tyler M. Kulton
Magna Cum Laude

Bethany M. Lane
Ashley T. Lange
Trevor D. Lepage
Kaila E. Litman

Cum Laude
Lynn M. Lucas
Claudio M. Manera
Jamal H. Marcus
Ben R. McCaulley
Katherine M. Moore
Letha E. Motz
Bruce L. Natson Jr.
Christine B. Nixon
Shelley K. Norman
Stephanie L. Norman
Faith A. Odoom
Zach H. Ravanelli
Jennifer R. Redford

Cum Laude
Joel A. Richardson

Cum Laude
Daniel P. Roberson
Taylor A. Rogers
Michael G. Rohan
James L. Ross Jr.
Stephanie R. Savula
Deandre C. Scott
Lacey M. Scott
Rebecca J. Sear
Xavier O. Smith
Angela M. Taylor
Mark C. Wasko
Aaron T. Wilson
Jena M. Yanock

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
sUrveying And mAPPing

Graham R. Ewing
Magna Cum Laude

thirty-two

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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College of Applied 
Science and Technology
Year Founded 1964

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
BUsiness mAnAgemenT 
TeChnology

London B. Bell
Christine A. Board
Mark A. Davis
Cody S. Drury

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in ComPUTer 
informATion sysTems

Ryan L. Brittingham
Zachary L. Garber
Jamal E. Islam
Tanner M. Lansky
Cori L. Lewandowski
Cory W. Lowrie
Kenneth Mangle
Audrey C. McMillion
Zachary A. Pfeil
Mason J. Rauchenstein

With Distinction
Christopher L. Ross

With High Distinction
Anthony F. Schulmeister

With Distinction
Jeremy J. Stephan
Ronak S. Tailor
Exavian J. Warren

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in ComPUTer 
informATion sysTems--
weB develoPmenT

Breanna R. Brewer
With Distinction

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
hosPiTAliTy mAnAgemenT

Megan M. Bonsky
Alexandria N. Forte
Hannah M. Gibson
Hannah M. Hall
Diamond L. Jones
Taylor M. Laliberte

With Highest Distinction
Kourtney M. Martin
Stephanie L. Norman
Nathan P. Ray
Danielle N. Sims
Daniel J. Wallace
Kelsi L. Westbrook

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in mArkeTing 
And sAles TeChnology

Brian V. Flanagan

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in CommUniTy 
serviCes TeChnology

Milanka Maric
With Highest Distinction

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in ConsTrUCTion 
engineering TeChnology

Steven J. Brejcha
Kyle W. Gump
Spencer E. Hartzell
Paul M. Krausse
Bradley E. Nagy
Jacob R. Saff le
Zachary T. Strohl

With High Distinction

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in eleCTroniC 
engineering TeChnology

Owen M. Barnhill
Anthony L. Bruce
Derek J. Bunker
Raymond C. Fondriest
Logan B. Johnson
Bryce T. Mitchell
Nicholas P. Oriti
Brandon M. Robinson
Jeremy R. Swanberg
Derek N. Wright

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
emergenCy mediCAl 
serviCes TeChnology

Megan C. Biegel
Katie S. Knight
Michael W. Morrison
Bryant T. Scheff ler
Joseph A. Tricaso
Michael P. Vigorito

With Distinction

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in fire 
ProTeCTion TeChnology

Jesse L. Blair Jr.
Nicholas W. Comeriato
Nicholas D. Mancini

With Distinction

AssoCiATe of 
APPlied sCienCe in 
mAnUfACTUring 
engineering TeChnology

Eric C. Duff
Salvatore G. Ferrise
Martin L. Matheny

With Highest Distinction

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in meChAniCAl 
engineering TeChnology

Abdulmonem Alshaikh
Isaac D. Barnett
Jeremy M. Beno
Drew M. Chisler
William J. Congrove
Stephanie S. Franks

With Distinction
Jarvis D. Haines
Brian L. Hunter
Kaleshia L. King
Vitaliy Y. Loza

With Highest Distinction
Kevin R. McGinnis

With Highest Distinction
Addison D. Morr
Dustin S. Myers
Dustin T. Myles
Craig L. Riedel
Brent A. Susnik

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in PArAlegAl 
sTUdies

Mackenzie E. Cox
Roberta D. Johnson-Kea
Tara R. Stevens

Candidates for Associate Degrees
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AssoCiATe of ArTs

John R. Baker
Eboni M. Barbour
Dominique L. Bonner
Allison L. Brown
Tianah T. Cherry
Joseph W. Collins
Christopher M. Daniels
Kevin J. De La Tour
Michael J. Delagrange
Edward T. Denefield
Anthony L. Dukes
Taylor J. Edwards
Paris D. Elba
Nicholas E. Film

With High Distinction
Andre M. Griffin
Raven N. Henderson
Matthew J. Hileman
Larry B. Hope
Tyrel A. Horsley
Starr C. Hugley
Samantha M. Imperi
Joshua A. Jackson
Katelyn J. Jones
Emily Ann Kuntz
Nicholas B. Lima
Alyssa A. Long
Claudio M. Manera
Letha E. Motz
Jacob B. Nagel
Taylor M. Norman
Michael E. Ridley
Elizabeth I. Romine

With Highest Distinction
Jenna B. Ruedlinger

With High Distinction
Timothy A. Schmucker
Todd M. Simmons Jr.

With Distinction
Michael G. Simon
Kayla C. Smith
David A. Spontarelli
Pamela S. Stump
Lysa A. Thompson-Knight
Colin S. Valencic
Wintre N. Ward
Katie L. Whyte

With Highest Distinction
Chanona Williams
Scharmaine S. Wright
Ashley L. Zisko
Kali J. Znamenacek-Basenback

AssoCiATe of sCienCe

Marie E. Getzlaff
Deion T. Jackson
Brooke I. Moon

With High Distinction
Leslie A. Rigby-Gaines
Timothy A. Schmucker
Keith R. Small
Alexandros L. Spyrou

Wayne College
Year Founded 1972

Dean Jarrod Tudor

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
BUsiness in heAlTh CAre 
offiCe mAnAgemenT

Shereefa A. Cameron
Christina R. Cingel
Shanda L. Felton
Kristina M. Luster

With Distinction

AssoCiATe of 
APPlied sCienCe in 
PArAProfessionAl 
edUCATion

Brittany L. Bates
With High Distinction

Dorthea S. Bloch
Haley J. Dotterer
Daniel D. Edwards
Sarah B. Tucker

With Highest Distinction
Cailin Q. Waters

AssoCiATe of ArTs

Ashley O. Fickle
Phinh Khongphatthana
Anna E. Kopinsky
Emily R. Turek

AssoCiATe of sCienCe

Casey R. Franquero
Joshua L. Herold
Brandon W. Miller

With Highest Distinction
Agnes A. Shoup

College of  
Health Professions
Year Founded 2012

Senior Vice President and 
Provost Rex D. Ramsier

AssoCiATe of APPlied 
sCienCe in CommUniTy 
serviCes TeChnology

Jessica E. Jones
Alexander D. Lowther

Candidates for Associate Degrees (cont.)
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 Recognition of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

Established in 1919

The following cadets are commissioned as Second Lieutenants on December 17, 2016:

UniTed sTATes Army

Caleb A. Brown
Braden J. Farley
Austin J. Mills
Joshua Whiting
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.Statue of John R. Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee 
of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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The Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s  student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nBc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.
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This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not  completing  graduation 
requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for diplomas and 
 transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed  program, therefore, should not 
be used to  dete rmine a student’s  academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for  conferral of 
degrees is the student’s  permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208.

Commencement Video Recording
Order commencement video online at  
http://www.akron.edu/registrar/graduation/comm-video-order.dot. 
Cost is $25 per DVD, the deadline for ordering is January 27, 2017.

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www.gradimages.com.  
Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the dropdown menu.  
If you need additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department 
at 800-261-2576 or email giservice@gradimages.net.

 The University of Akron: Commencement Photos






